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EDITORIAL 


Four Moderators Speak 
To Atlanta Convocation 
Of Presbyterians - 


Dr. H. R. Anderson Calls For 
Middle-Of-Road Position 

A convention of Presbyterians was held in the 
Central Presbyterian Church of Atlanta on Janu- 
ary 13th with the moderators of our four Presby- 
terian Churches speaking. In his INTRO- 
DUCTORY WELCOME, Moderator J. R. Mc- 
Cain cited an example of a Kentucky Parish in 
which small US and USA Presbyterian congre- 
gations were working together, and the case of 
the representatives of the US and USA Church 
together being received by President Truman. From 
these he deduced an inference favoring cooperation 
and union. 

For the United Presbyterian Church, Moderator 
W. Kyle George made a moving appeal to laymen 
to realize their sense of mission in home and in 
nation. Dr. Paul A. Stroup of the ARP Church 
noted the suggestion made by Dr. E. T. Thompson 


sects the Church is being magnified as Calvin did 
in the Fourth Book of the Institutes. 


No one is ungrateful to Dr. Anderson for deal- 
ing so frankly with us, and no one who has come 
under the charm of Anderson’s personality can 
dispute the appeal of his presentation. 


Of this appeal we would remark, first, that our 
Presbyterian Church US does not stand committed 
to the middle of the road policy, but that we are 
officially committed by our Confession of Faith, 
by our Ordination Vows, and by the 1939 As- 
sembly’s unanimous interpretion of those vows to 
conservative Calvinism. No doubt there are minis- 
ters among us who take the middle of the road, 
and probably some who wander into the arid wastes 
of liberalism. But constitutionally we are com- 
mitted to the conservative view of the Bible and of 
the Westminister Standards. To unite with the USA 
Church on the basis which Dr. Anderson so 
eloquently presents means to change the position of 


our Church. 


Do we want this change? Are we sure it will 
be wise and best? Dr. Anderson says his Church 
has moved in this way for five years. Is that long 
enough to test the matter? The middle of the 
road policy led the Church of Laodicea into luke- 


to the Western Section of Pan-Presbyterian 
Alliance that the Westminster Confession and 
Catechisms be re-written and supplanted by a new 
confession. Stroup closed with a fine affirmation 

of faith in the Bible as the Word of God, the only - 
infallible rule of faith and practice, to which noth- 
ing is to be added and from which nothing is to 

be taken away. 


Dr. H. R. Anderson, Moderator of the USA 


straight ahead looking neither to the right nor to the 

left. “It has,” he declared, “laid aside a bitter 

barren fundamentalism and an empty barren liberal- 


ism.” He insisted that this middle of the road 
policy is getting results, that God’s Word is 
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McCain 


Anderson 


deduced an inference ... in the 
middle of the road... 


warmness and the Scottish Church of the eighteenth 
and early nineteenth century into deadening 
Moderatism. 


What does the middle of the road mean? The 
testimony of Dr. Anderson that in his Church there 
has been a turn from preaching on the topics of 
the day to a proclamation of the Word is welcome 
news. Dr. J. V. N. Talmage of our Church has 
also spoken of the fine preaching of the Word by 
certain USA ministers in New Jersey and in St. 
Louis. May their tribe increase! May the return 
to Bible preaching which stems from the confessing 
Church of Germany, as well as from Bible be- 


lievers here, become a mighty wave in both our 


Churches! 


Our USA brethren object when we single out 
disturbing things in their Church, answering quite 
properly that we have such also among ourselves. 
While seeking to bear their admonition in mind, 
we know now how to interpret their middle of the 
road position without reference to what we observe. 
The USA Board of Christian Education has issued 
their Westminister Study Bible, and advertised it 
as the Church’s interpretation of the Bible. We hear 
that the middle of the road members of the USA 
Church highly approve it. This edition, however, 
sets forth the higher critical positions on both Old 
and New ‘Testaments and presents a lower 
Christology than that taught in the Constitution of 
the USA Church - or taught to the writer in the 
Theological Seminary of the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, in 1920-21 - as has been detailed in articles 
appearing both in THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 
JourNAL and in Christianity Today. 


In the October-December 1951 issue of Cross 
Roads, p. 56, a part of the new curriculum of the 
USA Board of Christian Education, one finds the 
miracles of the plagues in Egypt, including the 
killing of the first born of the Egyptians, given 
a purely naturalistic description. Instead of the 
Bible teaching that when the angel of death sees the 
blood he will pass over; this explains sparing the 
first-born of the Israelites on the basis of sanitation 
and living in the country. Now we admit that 
things to which our Church is not committed also 
get into our literature. Accordingly, if this citation 
is not approved by the USA Church, we invite that 
body to indicate same to its Board and also to us. 
On our part, we will call to the attention of our 
readers any proper effort of the USA Church to 
insist on the miracles and restore at this point the 
Church’s testimony to the integrity of the Word. 


We are reliably informed that even in the 
hitherto rock-ribbed Presbytery of Pittsburg, the 
conservatives were only able to marshall five votes 
against the recent ordination of a minister who 
was unable to accept the doctrine of eternal punish- 
ment. Again, if this is not the considered position 
of the USA Church, we shall welcome any news 
that that body has sustained the noble five and 
corrected the action of the majority. 


All in all, might it not be well to find out where 
this turn toward Bible preaching is to eventuate in 
the USA body? Is it going to mean a return to 
the supernatural Christ of faith, or are the miracles 
to be left out and dead universalism ensue? 


—Wnm. C. R. 


Stroup 


a moving appeal ... with a 
fine affirmation 
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To The “7000” 


Indifference to danger can have a disastrous re- 
sult. Preoccupation with other things, no matter 
how important they may be, can prove the gate 
through which tragedy may enter. 


Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty —true 
in affairs of state; and also true in matters per- 
taining to the Church of Jesus Christ. 


This is an appeal to the ‘7000’; that great host 
of men and women, ministers and laymen, who 
still hold to the tenets of evangelical Christianity ; 
to stop, look and listen. 


We do not ask you to accept the statements of 
this Journal; nor do we ask you necessarily to 
identify yourselves with those of us who share in 
the work of this paper, as much as we desire 
and need your support. We are perfectly aware 
that many of you may not care for some of us 
personally, you may not like the way we express 
our faith, you may not wish to be identified with 
a group of men who, to some, are obscurantists, 
lacking both in learning and vision. 


But, we do ask you to look at the trends of the 
past century within the Christian Church, trends 
which are evident with marked acceleration in our 
own time. These began in Germany, gradually 
spread to England and across the ocean to the 
Northern part of the United States and they are 
now increasingly in evidence in our own midst. 


If it is good that faith in the truthfulness and 
the authority of the Bible be destroyed, then there 
is no reason why you should not continue in your 
indifference and preoccupation with other matters. 


If it is good that the innate sinfulness of man’s 
heart be played down and his natural goodness 
and potential greatness be substituted for the 
doctrine that all men are sinners and lost out of 
Christ, then you have nothing to worry about. 


If it is good that the absolute necessity for the 
new-birth, for regeneration, shall be shunted aside 
by many for a program of personal reform, then 
you can rest easy. 


If it is good that the program of the Church 
ind loyalty to that program be elevated in importance 
by some above one’s personal faith in and loyalty 
to Jesus Christ, and His Word then you need not 
be concerned. 


If it is: good that the primary emphasis of the 
work of the Church in the view of many is to 
be on social reform and a program designed to 
make the world a better place, rather than on 
winning individual souls to a saving faith in 
Jesus Christ, then all is well. 


If it is of little concern that in many Church- 
related Colleges and Theological Seminaries stu- 
dents have their belief in God’s Word shaken 
so that they emerge with their faith based on the 
wisdom of men, rather than on the power of 
God, then your indifference and preoccupation 
is justified. 


If it is good that the torch of evangelical belief 
and fervor should be caught up by many lesser 
groups, denominations and sects, handicapped as 
they often are by extreme tangents and ’isms, 
rather than that the great denominations maintain 
the clear-cut evangelical basis on which they were 
founded, then there is little to cause concern. 


If it is good that we permit ourselves to be 
swept along in a tide of ecumenical emphasis, 
wherein the basis of Christianity itself is pared 
down to an almost meaningless faith and the great 
emphasis is on numbers and organization rather 
than the power and presence of God’s Holy Spirit, 
then we can continue as at present. 


We are not overstating the facts when we say 
that the trends within the Church of Jesus Christ 
are along the lines which are stated in some 
measure above. 


The Higher Critical and destructive attitude 
to the Bible was widely taught and believed in 
Germany a century ago. The Church in that 
land largely lost its witness and its power and 
Germany sank in to the morass of rationalism and 
resulting spiritual and moral collapse which ruined 
the nation. The same process, but with greater 
opposition, spread to England so that today we 
see a once great empire disintegrating before our 
eyes - certainly due in part to the fact that 
God and His Word became of less and less im- 
portance in the hearts and minds of the people 
as a whole. 


Has this process spread to America? It has. Be- 
ginning in the North, great Colleges and Uni- 
versites, were founded and endowed by men who 
believed the Bible and loved and trusted in the 
Christ we find in that Bible. They recognized 
that the source of individual and national strength 
is in the moral and spiritual fibre to be found in 
dedicated Christian lives. Today, almost without 
exception these great institutions, once the bulwark 
for truth and Christian living, have become pagan 
in their conduct and teaching, most of them con- 
tributing to an anti or non-Christian philosophy 
and way of life. 


This process is gradually spreading into the 
South with equally disastrous results. Where but 
a few years ago we looked with distress at the 
spreading blight of Higher Criticism in the North 
we now find its proponents sought after and 
welcomed into our own institutions of learning 
and churches. 
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But, you say, look at the encouraging statistics 
of our own church and of all the great denomi- 
nations. Some wag once truthfully said, “Sta- 
tistics and ‘they say’ are the two biggest liars in 
the world.” 


We are not speaking of numbers added to church 
rolls, or organizations affected and programs suc- 
cessfully carried out. We are speaking to the 
fact that the church is full of people, many of 
whom give not the slightest evidence of ever having 
had a personal experience with the Lord Jesus 
Christ - of having been born again. So many other- 
wise intelligent people are spiritual illiterates, men 
and women who know little or nothing of the 
Bible and its contents and who would find it im- 
possible to state even in the simplest terms what 
salvation is and how it is obtained. What the 
Church needs more than anything else is a re- 
vival based on the doctrines and clear teachings of 
the Bible itself, without which Christian faith and 
experience lacks both authority and direction. 


Before the reader decides that this editorial is 
an unduly pessimistic appraisal of the present situ- 
ation which is developing ever more rapidly in 
America, we hope that its statements will be given 
serious consideration. As we see it, exactly the 
same process which began in Germany years ago 
is now invading our own thinking, teaching and 
preaching. The God Whose Book is _ being 
questioned is a God of judgment and justice. He 
has never long countenanced the questioning of 
His Word and He will not spare. If we are 
wrong then it may be that all is well. If we are 
right then, before it is too late, we who claim to 
be evangelical Christians should study the situ- 
ation and make our decision. 


We know that far more than 7000 have not 
bowed the knee to the Baal of unbelief: plausable, 
scholarly, attractive - yes. But unbelief nonetheless. 


It is our plea that those who hold the evangelical 
Christian faith shake off their indifference and 
preoccupation. Forget the desire for advancement 
or preference or whatever it may be that hinders. 
Stand up and be counted and join in a united witness 
for those things without which Christianity may be 
a name only, 


To the “7000”—Stop, Look, and Listen ! ! 
—L. N. B.. 


DO WE NEED REVIVAL? 
By Dr. L. Nelson Bell 


Here from the trenchant pen of the associate editor of 
THE JOURNAL comes a keen analysis of ills of the day 
which, irresistably, make the answer to the title 
quewien a definite YES. Topics considered include: Lack 

Love Between Christians, Worldliness In The Church, 
Powerless Christians And A Powerless Church, A Lack 

Concern For The Lost, Ignorance Of God’s Word, 
Prayerlessness, Overemphasis On Organization, Low 
Standards Of Morality. Available at 16c a dozen, $1 a 

hundred, postpaid. 
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Seeing Jesus 
The Eyes Of Jesus: 
“His eyes as a flame of fire.” Rev. 1:14. 


The eyes are the windows of the soul. We do 
not have a description of His eyes as a Man, but 
we do have this symbolic picture of Him as The 
Great Head of the Church, as He walks in the 
midst of the seven golden lamp stands—the 
Churches—with eyes as a flame of fire. 


Well would it be for the Church if all of us 
could realize this tremendous fact. It would make 
us better preachers, elders, deacons, members of 


His Body which is the Church. 


I. They Are All-Seeing Eyes there is nothing in 
the world, in the Church, or in our hearts, which is 
not naked and open unto Him with Whom we have 
to do. 


He sees ALL the churches: the big wealthy city 
churches with thousands of members, the smallest 
country church with a score on its roll: He sees 
the churches in our land of culture, and the ones 
in the Jungles of Africa: He sees the good and bad. 


He sees ALL the different denominations: All 
the preachers; ALL the officers; ALL the mem- 
bers. The Shepherd knows His sheep; knows all 
by name. These All-seeing eyes are more powerful 
than the great searchlights along our shores: more 
penetrating than any X-ray machine. 


II. They are Heart-Searching Eyes. They look 
not merely at the surface, but deep down beneath 
all externals. They test and try every man’s work. 


This is brought out clearly in the two chapters 
which follow, where we have a picture gallery, or 
looking glass, in which the churches can gaze and 
see themselves, not as they appear to men, but to 
the Head of the Church. He looks beneath fine 
buildings, beautiful clothes, forms of worship. He 
is looking for spiritual realities: for truth; for love; 
for faith and faithfulness; for consecration, de- 
votion, loyalty, patience, victory. 


He is quick to see and evaluate, and appreciate, 
all that is Good. In these letters we have a long 
list of such qualities: our works, patience, loyalty 
to the truth, suffering, love, faithfulness. 


His eyes also see the bad; the spots and blemishes, 
the ugly inside scars which spoil the beauty of the 
Church. It would be a good thing if every church 
would have these Letters hung where everybody 
could see and read their heart-searching messages. 


III. They Are Soul-Seeking Eyes; Lit From a 
Loving Heart. He knows all about us, and loves us 
still] 


There is warning, solemn warning, but it is the 
voice of One Who wishes to keep us from ruin. 


There is rebuke, stern rebuke; “As many as I love, 
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I rebuke and chasten; be zealous therefore, and re- 
pent”’. 


There is a call in these eyes: a call to remember, 
to repent, to return to their first love, and their 
works, to faithfulness, to watchfulness, to victory, 
to glorious rewards. 


Oh, that we might see His eyes today as He walks 
in the midst of the churches. ‘Unveil the eyes, and 
let them do their work,” said the priest to Camillo, 
the artist, when he told him of the eyes of the 
Christ that he had painted. So, today, let us 
unveil His eyes and let them do their work! 


—J. K. P. 


What Shall I Do? 


“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that 
doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.” 


Christians who pride themselves on their ortho- 
dox faith need to bear in mind that obstruction of 
God’s work has no part in an effective witness for 
the truth. 


Faith in God, His Son and His Word must be 
coupled with doing His will and it is God’s will 
that the Gospel be preached at home and abroad 
and that individual Christians so live and so con- 
duct their business as to commend the Gospel and 
the faith which they profess. 


This may involve a complete revision of some 
of our own personal habits, business practices and 
conceptions of our share in the work of God’s 
Kingdom. 


It is not enough to piously say “Lord, Lord”, 
but this must be coupled with a surrendered heart 
and will which say—“Lord, what wilt thou have 


me to do’? 
—L.N.B. 


Our Real Need 


“Except the Lord build the house, they labor 
in vain that build it: except the Lord keep the 
city, the watchman waketh in vain.” Psalm 127:1 


In our national emergency, a combination of 
external dangers and internal moral and spiritual 
collapse, America has not yet sought the help of 
the One Who alone can solve our problems. 


The leadership for such a public and official 
recognition of God and our need of His help and 


WE’RE SORRY! that our limited supply of last week’s issue 
has been exhausted. The thousands of extra copies of the 
January 23 issue we printed have all been mailed out in re- 
sponse to a deluge of requests. If requests continue to come 
in at the present rate, reprints of the feature article, AN 
ANALYSIS, by L. Nelson Bell, M.D., F.A.C.S., will be made 
available at $1 for 20 copies, or 5 cents for single copies. 
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guidance must come from high up in government 
circles, 


We are reliably informed that such recognition 
has not been forthcoming because “the people might 
think things are out of control and become panicky.” 


The simple fact is that personal, or national, 
affairs which are out of God’s control are in an 
exceedingly dangerous position, liable to veer off 
into any and every kind of man-made disaster. 


Christian citizens can well consider the necessity 
of calling upon our Chief Executive and those who 
are their elected representatives in Washington, 
asking for an humbling of heart and mind and an 
acknowledgement of the fact that “In God We 
Trust” is more than a slogan stamped on our 
coins, 


At the present time, because the need of God’s 
guidance and help is given lip-service only by our 
leadership, planning and legislating and conferences 
are all “labor in vain’. Leaving Him out of our 
calculations means that we “walk but in vain”. 


“If my people, which are called by my name, 
shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, 
and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear 
from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will 


heal their land.” II Chron. 7:14 
N. B. 


Over A Hundred 


Tablets Unearthed! 


Dr. Claude Schaeffer, Director of the Louvre in 
Paris and discoverer of the Ras Shamra tablets was 
back at Ugarit for new excavations during the fall 
of 1951. His earlier discovery of these cunneiform 
texts in archaic Hebrew forced the advocates of the 
Graf-Wellhausen critical reconstruction of the Old 
Testament to admit that they were wrong in asseft- 
ing that the Israelites had no written documents be- 
fore the period of the kings. These texts come from 
the middle of the second millenium before Christ 
and throw a flood of light upon the literary, religious, 
political and commercial relations of that period. Of 
the excavations in 1951, Madame Schaeffer writes: 


“The excavations have been very satisfactory 
this year. My husband and his collaborators 
have laid free a great new portion of the an- 
cient palace of Ugarit, with huge paved court- 
yards and rooms with walls still four inches 
high. But best of all, they found over 100 
complete tablets! We have never found more 
than 20 or 30 in a season. They will further the 
knowledge of the ancient history of Ugarit and 
the Canaanites. You can imagine how happy 
were.’ 


After considerable difficulty and delay, due to 4 
change of government in Syria, the Director has been 
permitted to take these Tablets to Paris for decipher- 
ment. We shall eagerly await their story. 
—WmcCR. 
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The Interpreter’s Bible 


By John R. Richardson, D.D. 


During my vacation the editor of THE SouTH- 
ERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL mailed to me a copy 
of The Interpreter’s Bible, Vol. 7, published by the 
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press (Price $8.75). He 
stated that due to the wide publicity given this new 
venture, he would like for me to make an appraisal 
of its contents. 


From the standpoint of the externalities, this 
book is supurb. Jt has an attractive binding. The 
paper is of excellent quality. ‘The type is pleasing 
to the eye. Undoubtedly it is the product of the 
highest of editorial skill. It is an impressive-look- 
ing book. The publishers make great claims for 
this commentary. They affirm that it is “the 
most complete and efficient working tool ever de- 
vised to help vou understand God’s word more 
clearly and preach and teach it more effectively.” 


The volume under review contains the complete 
commentary on the Gospels of Matthew and Mark. 
Dr. Sherman E. Johnson prepared the introduction 
and exegesis of Matthew. Dr. George A. But- 
trick wrote the exposition of Matthew. Dr. 
Frederick C. Grant prepared the introduction and 
exegesis of Mark, and Dr. Halford E. Luccock is 
the author of the exposition of Mark. 


One of the interesting features of this volume is 
that it contains 14 general articles on the New 
Testament. ‘These articles were written to supply 
the background needed for the fullest understanding 


of any portion of the Christian Scriptures. This - 


section deals largely with the New Testament as 
Christian literature, New Testament times, the 
teachings of Jesus, and the history of the early 
Church. 


An analysis of the contents of this volume reveals 
he fact that it is written from a liberal point of 
view. ‘The positions set forth indicate an extremely 
w concept of inspiration. Conservative views are 
rejected without an explanation for their rejection. 


Dr. R. H. Strachan, in his article on “The 
Gospels and the new Testament,” alleges that the 
ppenings at Pentecost cannot be accepted as writ- 
ten by Luke, as “Luke has imposed his own interpre- 
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tation upon a tratitional version found in his 
sources” (p.7). In the same article, he denies the 
unity of Isaiah. He writes, “In his message to 
the returning exiles, Deutero-Isaiah proclaims the 
Gospel of their mighty deliverance by the King of 
Kings” (p. 12). 


The Johannine authorship of the Fourth Gospel 
is denied. The denial is submitted without any 
evidence to support it. The author states, “The 
Fourth Gospel is here assumed not to be the work 
of the apostle John” (p. 29). It is argued that 
the long discourses of Jesus in the Gospel are 
merely the interpretations of the mind of the 
author of this fourth Gospel based on his recorded 
sayings (p. 29). He speaks of the author's 
artistry in the story of the woman at the well, and 
“the dramatic power revealed in the Lazarus story 
which culminates in the strangely fantastic scene 
of the raising from the dead” (p. 29). In the 
same strain we are told, “Not only the words of 
Jesus, but features of the narrative itself are found 
yielding up to his mind meanings other than 
factual, as for example the story of the spear 
thrust at the cross, of the fact that the body of 
Jesus did not suffer the brutal crucifragium” 


(p. 29). 


The article on “The New Testament and Early 
Christian Literature,” by Dr. Henry J. Cadbury 
maintains that the two letters to Timothy and the 
one to Titus probably do not belong to Paul (p. 
39). Speaking of these Pastoral Letters, the 
author continues, “They must therefore be the 
the deliberate attempt of a later admirer of the 
apostle to convey his concern for the welfare of 
the Churches and their leaders in terms of a little 
collection of Pauline letters” (p. 40). 


The section on ““The Life and Ministry of Jesus,” 
by Dr. Vincent Taylor, raises grave doubts con- 
cerning the miracles of our Lord. Commenting on 
the miracle of Christ stilling the storm (Mk. 4:35, 
36), the author affirms “It is much less certain that 
he stilled the storm, although the comment in the 
boat is most natural artd can have been made on 
the spot” (p. 123). 
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The man afflicted with demons (Mk. 5:5) is 
said to be merely a case of a “disassociated person- 
ality’ (p. 124). Furthermore, the author does 
not permit the reader to be sure in his mind that 
our Lord raised the daughter of Jairus from the 
dead. To put it in his own language, “What 
happened in the house of Jairus is one of those 
questions that the reader of today must settle for 
himself . . . We know too little about the moments 
preceding and following death to dogmatize on 


the subject” (p. 124). 


Once more, Dr. Taylor would have us to 
believe that some of the resurrection stories con- 
tain some legendary details, as for example when 
the risen Christ is said to have eaten a piece of 
broiled fish (Luke 24:42). The story of the 
journey to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35) is said to 
be “a product of conscious art” (p. 144). 


The Nativity section of Matthew presupposes 
an extremely unsatisfactory view of inspiration. 
For instance, on page 251 we find this statement: 
“Matthew probably obtained his list from a source 
instead of compiling it himself. If he had searched 
the Scriptures, it is likely that he would have done 
so more carefully. The geneology does _ not 
harmonize well with his doctrine of the Virgin 


Birth.” 


In the exegetical section on Matthew, demon 
possession is equated with insanity. It is explained 
away by simply stating that first century 
Palestinians attributed many diseases, but especially 
insanity, to demons (p. 278). The same idea is 
found in the expository section on page 347. The 
story of the swept house (Matthew 12:43-45) and 
the return of a larger number of demons is said 
to refer to a picture of a relapse into insanity 


(p. 405). 


We are told that there has been a rewriting of 
the story of the Transfiguration, “That we must 
assume—if only because the writing is consummate 
literary art” (p. 459). 


The miracle of the coin in the mouth of the 
fish (Matt. 17:24-27) is robbed of the supernatural 
element. The author seeks to explain the incident 
by surmising that, “Perhaps Jesus told Peter to 
work as a fisherman, and that he would then 
find the necessary coin; and the story was later 


embellished” (p. 466). 


The material concerning our Lord’s death is 
treated in a disappointing manner. This reviewer 
has never read a poorer explanation of the Saviour’s 
cry of-dereliction (pp. 607, 608). Doubt is raised 
as to Luke’s reference to the eclipse of the sun at 
the time of the Saviour’s death. It is said, “That 
was hardly possible at the time of the paschal full 
moon. Perhaps the early church, in writing at 
some distance of time from the event of Calvary, 
could not imagine the death of Jesus without a 
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cosmic midnight—terrible token of the divine Judg- 
ment.” (p. 609). In dealing with Mark’s treat- 
ment of the Saviour’s cry of dereliction on the 
cross, the writer avers, “An unsettled question is 
whether it was uttered by Jesus himself or was a 
quotation from Psalm 22, ascribed to Jesus through 
the wide use of that psalm in the early church in 
connection with the crucifixion story” (p. 906). 
The same line of thought is carried further in 
Mark’s account of the darkness and the rending of 
the veil of the temple. The commentator remarks, 
“It seems quite likely that some of these portents 
found their way into the narrative for their symbolic 
value, rather than as reports of actual happenings.” 


(p. 907). 


I do not want the reader of this review to infer 
that the entire Volume under examination is as 
anti-supernaturalistic and radical as the above 
quotations. Such an inference would be unfair, 
and as Christians we must strive to be fair even 
with those who differ from us. I do maintain 
however that the references quoted represent a 
tendency that is inimical to historic Christianity. 
The unwarranted assumptions set forth as “the 
best in modern scholarship” are insidious and 
dangerous. 


There is no value in blinking this obvious fact, 
namely, The Interpreter’s Bible is incompatible with 
the Westminister Confession of Faith and 
the Ecumenical view of the Scriptures. This 
commentary is out of line with the Biblical 
doctrine of the Bible that “every Scripture,” “the 
entire Scripture,” is given by inspiration of God. 
Any commentary that pares down the supernatural 
character of the Bible and denies its infallibility is 
not a safe guide. 


Inasmuch as the writers responsible for this book 
draw back before too supernatural a Bible, we must 
go elsewhere for our exegesis and exposition of the 
Scriptures. In the near future I shall call attention 
to the republication of Lange’s Commentary On the 
Holy Scripture. This work by the eminent German 
exegete, John Peter Lange, is certainly as scholarly 
as the work under review, and is free from the 
prejudicial presuppositions exhibited in this new 
volume. Presuppositions cannot be depended upon 
to do the work of solid argument. The time 1s 
past due for a vigorous protest against a wholesale 
surrender of vital aspects of Christian truth at 
the shrine of what is usually called “the best of 


modern scholarship.” 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 10 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Decistons of Two Rich Men 


Scripture: Luke 18:18-30; 19:1-10. Devotional 
Reading: Mark 10:23-31. 


This lesson might be called, “One rich man lost: one rich man saved.” It is hard to save a rich man. It 
is hard to save anybody: “If the righteous be saved with difficulty, where shall the ungodly and the sinner 
appear’? A Saviour has to be provided. This was not easy, but God so loved the world that He sent 
His Son; He provided a Saviour. Then, the Holy Spirit has to work faith in us and regenerate us. This 


is a.supernatural work of God. The man himself 
has to yield: “Ye will not come to me that ye might 
have life.”” So the whole business of salvation is 
difficult. When people vainly imagine that they can 
save themselves they do not realize how hard it is: 
It is as impossible for a man to save himself 
as it would be to create himself, for a Christian 
is a new creation. 


There are peculiar difficulties in the way of sav- 
ing rich men. ‘Their riches can easily be an in- 
separable barrier, for the temptation for them is to 
trust in their riches. Of course, this makes sal- 
vation impossible for them. ‘Their money may be 
their god: they may love it more than they do 


God. 


Jesus has some very plain and solemn words to 
say about this in our Devotional Reading, Mark 
10:23-31. He says practically the same thing in 
Luke. In Mark He makes His meaning clear 
when He says: “How hard is it for them that 
trust in riches to enter the kingdom of God.” Faith 
is “Forsaking all and taking Him,” as someone 
has said, and if a rich man is not willing to for- 
sake his wealth as a means of salvation then there 
is no hope for him. 


The disciples had left all to follow Him. One of 
these rich men was willing to do this, the other 
was not. 


I. The Rich Young Ruler 
Who was Lost: 
Luke 18:18-30 


Putting the accounts of all three writers together 
we learn some very interesting facts about this 
man. Hewasaruler. This in itself is surprising, 
for few of the rulers had come to Jesus. He was 
young. This is not surprising, but it is an en- 
couraging fact. He was rich. Not many rich people 
came to Jesus. He was a clean, moral man. This 
was certainly in his favor. He came running, evi- 
dently much in earnest. He came openly, not like 
Nicodemus, by night. He came reverently, kneel- 
ing at Jesus’ feet. He came asking a most im- 
portant question, What shall I do to inherit eternal 


life? He was such fine specimen of young 


manhood that we feel he was very close to the 
kingdom. Jesus loved him. He was indeed an 
attractive man. 


When we put all the good qualities together we 
begin to wonder what could be wrong with him. 
If such a man came before the average church for 
membership, would any church turn him down? 
Would the other members not congratulate them- 
selves on having such an addition to the church? 
Perhaps they would hesitate to question him about 


his wealth. 


When he asked his question, Jesus pointed him 
to the commandments, These usually convict men 
of sin. They are a schoolmaster to bring us to 
Christ in order that we may be saved by grace. 
The young man quickly answered, All these have 
I kept from my youth. It may be that outwardly 
he had kept them, but if we looked at their meaning 
as interpreted by Jesus, we see that no mere man 
is able to perfectly keep the commandments of God. 
Paul says, All have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God. John says that if we say that we 
have not sinned we make Him a liar. So the 
young man was mistaken in his good opinion of 
himself although, like Saul of Tarsus, he was a 
good clean man morally. 


Jesus puts His finger on the “sore spot” in 
this man’s life: One thing thou lackest: go thy 
way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the 
poor, .. . and come, follow me. This rich man 
had made money his god; therefore he had broken 
the first table of the law. He had evidently not 
loved his neighbor as himself, giving of his wealth 
to help the needy; so he had broken the second half 
of the Law. If we break the law in one point, 
we are guilty of all. We do not have to break 
all the laws of our land to be arrested; only one. 


He was sad at that saying and went away grieved, 
for he had great possessions. Luke says he was 
sorrowful. He was grieved, but not grieved in 
the right way. He should have been grieved be- 
cause he had sinned. He was sorrowful, but it 
was not a godly sorrow which led to repentance. 


“He went away”: three sad words! Others had 
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— Jeft all to follow Jesus; he kept his money, but 
turned his back on eternal life. Here is the vast 
difference between men: some go away; others 
follow. Some take the narrow way that leads 
to life; many choose the broad and easy way which 
leads to destruction. Which way have we taken? 


This sorrowful incident, for I believe that Jesus 
was grieved as well as the young man, led Jesus to 
give the solemn warning about the danger of 
riches. Many choose the wealth of the world 
and become paupers; others choose to be poor for 
the sake of Jesus, and become rich. 


What a help and a blessing this man could have 
been if he had done what Jesus urged him to do! 
Suppose he had joined the disciples! His money 
could have been used for the glory of God, and if 
he had been faithful as a good steward what a 
reward would have been his! We must not condemn 
all rich men, for some have used their wealth to 
lay up treasure in heaven. We must, however, 
solemly warn all rich men as Jesus warned them. 


II. The Rich Publican 
Who was Saved: 
Luke 19:1-10 


The story of Zacchaeus is as familiar as that of 
the rich young ruler. 


He was in many ways a striking contrast to the 
latter. He was far from being a “ruler” among 
the Jews. He was “chief among the publicans.” 
That meant a good paying position under the 
Roman government, but a low and despised place 
in the estimation of the Jews, for the publicans - tax- 
collectors - were held in contempt by the patriotic 
Israelites. He did not come openly, running and 
kneeling before the Great Teacher, but chose a 
less conspicuous way, and one more to his ad- 
vantage, for he was small of statue. Climbing up 
into the sycamore tree he waited to see Him. He 
may have felt that he was too small (in more ways 
than one) to be noticed by the rabbi. 


But Jesus saw him: he not only saw him, but 
knew the feelings in his heart. He graciously said 
to him, Make haste and come down, for today I 
must abide at thy house. Think of the Jewish 
rabbi, not only noticing him, a despised publican, 
but actually inviting himself to his house! I do 
not suppose there was a more surprised man in 


Jericho than Zacchaeus. 


He made haste and came down and received 
Him joyfully. There is a world of meaning in 
these words. Someone has said that Zacchaeus was 
converted somewhere between the limb of the 
tree and the ground. What did John say? “As 
many as received Him, to them gave He the power 
to become the sons of God.” The despised -publican 
was on his way to a place in the family of God. 


Of course there were the critics, who murmured. 


There are always those who find fault when any 
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work of God is being done. Yes, He had gone to 
be the guest of a man who was a sinner. ‘This was 
outrageous conduct in the eyes of some. Jesus’ love 
for sinners is still a shock to the sensitive feelings 
of fastidious people of the world. 


The most stressed thing about the conversion of 
the tax-collector is his confession and restitution. 
Thus the genuine nature of his conversion manifests 
itself. Restitution is an important part of real re- 
pentance. We must make things right as far as 
we are able. When dishonest men are converted 
they pay their debts, they restore what they have 
taken from others, they undo the wrong. So with 
all other kinds of sinners. The sad part is that 
there is often-times much that we cannot make good. 
You can pull the nails out of a tree into which you 
have driven them, but the scars remain. John B. 
Gough, as well as many men. like him, often weep 
because they cannot live over the past. 


Where did Zacchaeus’ faith come in? His re- 
sponse to Jesus was an act of faith. Dr. Graham 
Gilmer in preaching on this conversion for me, 
called attention to the words in verse 9: “This 
day is salvation come to this house, forasmuch as 
he also is a son of Abraham. Abraham believed 
God and it was counted to him for righteousness. 


Zacchaeus believed Jesus and was saved. 


The concluding verse is one of the sweetest and 
greatest verses in the Bible. “For the Son of Man 
is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” 
Jesus had found one of the lost. Are you lost? 
Then Jesus came to save you. He is seeking for 
you. When a seeking sinner and a seeking Saviour 
meet, there is joy in the presence of the angels of 
God. Jesus, the seeking Saviour, met Zacchaeus, 
the seeking sinner, and salvation came to his house. 
He wants to save you. Will you not seek Him 


today? 


“WHY 
ARE YOU 
WORRIED?” 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 
YOUTH PROGRAM FOR FEBRUARY 10 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 


Appreciate Or Prejudice? 


Did you know that the first Jew was a Gentile? and that Gentiles, when they become Christians, are 
Jews? Did you know that all that we have in our Christian faith, humanly speaking, we owe to the Jews? 
And that if it were not for the Jewish nation not one of us would be saved, for salvation is of the Jews? 
Certainly every Christian should have a deep and sincere appreciation for the Jewish people, and should 


never condone any spirit of prejudice against them. 
If Paul, a Jew, believed himself a debtor to the 
Gentiles, how much more should we, as Gentiles, 
feel indebted to the Jews through whom we've been 
adopted into the family of God. 


The First Jew A Gentile 


The word Jew was first applied to one belonging 
to the tribe or Kingdom of Judah; then it included 
all the Hebrew children who came out of the 
captivity, and finally was used of all the descend- 
ents of Abraham, becoming synonomous in common 
usage with the word Israelite, or descendent of 
Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham, the 
father of the faithful, who was chosen from among 
the Gentiles as the father of God’s people! Sounds 
complicated, doesn’t it? But it is really very simple. 
All the descendents of Abraham are, as regarding 
their race, called Jews, and Abraham the founder 
of the race, was called from among the Gentiles. 
So the first Jew was a Gentile. The heir that 
God gave him was a child of promise through whom 
the family grew into tribes, the tribes into a nation, 
and the nation has ever been regarded as a peculiar, 
or separate people bearing the name Jew. 


Gentile Christians Are Jews 


This sounds strange I know, to say that Gentiles 
who become Christians are Jews, but let’s consider 
it for a moment to see if it is true. 


In the fourth chapter of Romans Paul tells us 
that Abraham is “the father of all them that be- 
lieve,’ and the promise is “sure to all the seed 
(or children) ; not to that only which is of the law, 


but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; 
who is the father of us all.” 


In the ninth chapter he reminds us that “they 
are not all Israel, which are of Israel. . ., that is, 
they which are the children of the flesh, these 
are not the children of God.” In other words, not 
the natural descendents, but the Spiritual descend- 
ents of Abraham are the true Israel of God, whether 
in the old covenant or the new. 


In the third chapter of Galatians Paul says, 
“Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, 
the same are the children of Abraham.” The gospel 
was preached unto Abraham. He believed and 
it was counted unto him for righteousness. “So 
then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful 
Abraham.” 


If we belong to Christ, then are we the children 


of Abraham, and “heirs according to the promise.” 
Of course in Christ, as relating to the flesh, there 
is neither Jew nor Gentile, for both have been 
reconciled in one body, and are indeed the Israel 
of God. But spiritually speaking, we are the 
children of Abraham, the one claimed by the Jews 
as their father. Thus Gentiles who believe in 
Christ become “Jews”, not after the flesh, but after 
the Spirit. 

We Are Debtors 


Paul, a true Jew, not only after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit, says in the first chapter of Romans, 
“IT am debtor.” Having come to know Christ 
as Saviour and Lord, Paul regarded himself as being 
debtor to all men; obligated to share with them 
the unsearchable riches of Christ. Paul was a 
chosen vessel to bear the name of Christ among the 
Gentiles, and he was a Jew. 


Paul reminds us that “there is no difference 
between the Jew and the Greek (or Gentile): for 
the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call 
upon Him. For whosoever shall call upon the 
name of the Lord shall be saved.” Then he lays 
the burden of responsibility upon your heart and 
mine as he raises this question: “How then shall 
they call on Him in whom they have not believed? 
and how shall they believe in Him of whom they 
have not heard? and how shall they hear without 
a preacher?” 

We, like Paul, are debtors to all men, and certain- 


ly the command to “preach the gospel to every 


creature” did not say “except the Jews”! We owe 
it to the Lord who after the flesh was of the tribe 
of Judah, a Jew, to share with the Jews the wond- 
rous message of salvation, remembering the words 
of our Saviour, “Salvation is of the Jews.” 


We should ask the Lord to rid our souls of 


prejudice and fill our hearts with love for the 
Jews. They gave us most of our Bible. Through 
them the Messiah came. To them the gospel was 
first to be preached. To them the promises still 
are given, as well as unto us, for “God hath not 
cast away His people.” 

There is no place for prejudice in the heart of 
any Christian with regard to any race, and certainly 
not against the Jew to whom we owe so much. 

“Be not highminded, but fear: for if God spared 
not the natural branches, take heed lest he also 


spare not thee.” 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
12 


CHURCH NEWS 


A.T.S. Accredited As 
Religious Education 
Graduate School 


The General Assembly’s Training School for 
Lay Workers has been accredited as a graduate 
school of religious education by the American As- 
sociation of Schools of Religious Education in 
session in Cincinnati, Ohio, December 28, 1951. 


At the same time announcement was made of the 
accreditation of five other graduate schools: Asbury 
Theological Seminary, Wilmore, Kentucky; FEast- 
ern Baptist Theological Seminary, Philadelphia; 
Hartford School of Religious Education of the 
Hartford Foundation, Hartford, Connecticut; Mc- 
Cormick Theological Seminary (Presbyterian) 
Chicago, Illinois; and the School of Religious Edu- 
cation of the Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary at Fort Worth, Texas. Gordon College 
of Theology and Missions Boston, Mass. was 
also accredited as an undergraduate school of re- 
ligious education. 


The General Assembly’s Training School, which 
offers work on both the graduate and undergraduate 
levels, conferring both bachelor’s and master’s de- 
grees, was recently accredited and elected to mem- 
bership in the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 


President Henry Wade DuBose, D.D. of the 
General Assembly’s Training School in Richmond, 


was elected President of the American Association: 


of Schools of Religious Education at its recent 
meeting. 


McCracken To Deliver 


Sprunt Lectures At Union 


RICHMOND, Va. (PN)—Dr. Robert J. McCracken 
will be the Sprunt Lecturer at Union Theological 
Seminary in Richmond, Va., this year. The dates for 
the Sprunt Lectures are February 24 through Febru- 
ary 28. 

Dr. McCracken’s series of six lectures is entitled, 
“The Place of Theology in Preaching.” The names 
of the auxiliary lecturers and their subjects will be 
announced soon. 

Dr. McCracken was born in Motherwell, Scotland 
in 1940. He was educated at Glasgow University 
where he received an M.A. degree in 1925 and a 
B. D. three years later. He has received the degree of 
Doctor of Divinity from McMaster University, Buck- 
nell University, University of Glasgow, and Colgate 
University; the degree of Doctor of Sacred Theology 
from Columbia University; and the degree of Doctor 
of Humane Letters from Bates College. 

After serving in the ministry in his native Scot- 
land for several years, Dr. McCracken came to Mc- 

(Continued on Page 14) 
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Master University in Hamilton, Ontario in 1938 as 
Associate Professor of Christian Theology. In 1944 
he became Professor of that department. 


He served as president of the Baptist Convention 
of Ontario and Quebec in 1945-46. 


At present he is the Minister of the Riverside 
Church in New York City and Lecturer in Practical 
Theology at Union Theological Seminary in New 
York. 


Dr. McCracken is a frequent speaker on radio 
broadcasts and is author of, Questions People Ask, 
published by Harper and Brothers in 1951. 


Moderators V oice Presbyterians’ 
Objections To Vatican Appointment 
ATLANTA, Ga. (PN)—The top leaders of four 


Presbyterian denominations, representing three and 
a half million persons, have endorsed a statement 
warning President Truman of “the lack of fun- 
damental integrity, the moral flabbiness, that is 
manifesting itself in the life of our nation, from 
high government positions down to college ath- 
letics.” 


Dr. J. R. McCain, moderator of the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S. (Southern) and president 
emeritus of Agnes Scott College, read the state- 
ment Sunday night, Jan. 13, to almost 1,000 
ro gathered at the Central Presbyterian Church 
ere, 


The paper, which Dr. McCain said expressed 
“what our churches feel at the time,” was handed 
to the President in a sealed envelope Jan. 8 fol- 
lowing the annual services on the convening of 
Congress. 


With Dr. McCain on the platform were repre- 
sentatives of the other three Presbyterian Churches 
who endorsed the paper. They were: Dr. Harrison 
Ray Anderson, moderator of the . Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A. (Northern) and pastor of the 
Fourth Presbyterian Church, Chicago; 


TUNE IN 


“CHRIST DOES HELP” 
SYNOD EVANGELISTIC SERIES 


IN FIVE SYNODS 
Speakers For Week Of February 3 


Synod Speaker 
North Carolina Rev. Edgar A. Woods 


Georgia Rev. Harry K. Holland 
Louisiana Rev. O. M. Anderson 
Tennessee Rev. A. L. Currie 
Appalachia Rev. D. R. Greenhoe 


W. Kyle George, moderator of the United 
Presbyterian Church, Youngstown, Ohio; 


Dr. Paul A. Stroup, moderator of the General 
Synod of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church, Memphis, Tenn. 


In sounding the churches’ “most solemn warning” 
the statement said: 


“The corruption that eats away the foundation 
of democracy and which will bring about the 
crumbling of its structure is not only the work of 
the enemies without our walls, but also the work 
of those among us who betray their country in 


political corruption, in buying and selling of po- - 


litical influence, and in the day-to-day common 
cheating.” 


The church, it said, calls for men to contribute _ 


“strict, unyielding integrity and devotion to the 
interests of the nation under God.” 


The statement said that God must guide the 
country through the “narrow corridor’ between 
a global war and submission to “a primitive and 
brutal totalitarianism.” 


It also urged government leaders to support the 
separation of church and state by “avoiding any 
official relations with the Vatican.” 
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Let’s Finish The 
Job Now 


The Program of Progress set up a goal of 
$4,000,000 for the World Mission enterprise of our 
Church. It might be well to remind ourselves about 
the purpose for which this money was to be raised. 
It is to provide our missionaries with adequate 
equipment, buildings and tools for their work— 
schools, hospitals, chapels, residences, cars, trucks, 
trailers, tents, organs, school supplies, hospital sup- 
plies, etc. This fund is not intended for ordinary 
running expenses, such as salary, travel, rent, and 
the regular recurring cost of maintenance of 
schools and hospitals, chapels and the like. It is a 
fund designed to provide our missionaries with the 
necessary properties for their work. 


How much of this $4,000,000 fund has already 
been raised? Approximately $2,500,000. How has 
this money already contributed, been used? It has 
been distributed to our Missions in Africa, Brazil, 
China, Korea, and Mexico, in accordance with their 
needs as presented to the Board of World Missions 
in carefully prepared surveys. These surveys, made 
separately on each mission field, itemize minutely 
every unit of equipment needed, ranging from 
schools whose cost is in exess of $100,000 to tiny 
items costing $25.00. 


Here are a few of the definite things that have 
been done: IN AFRICA: The new Morrison Insti- 
tute at Kakinda, now nearing completion. This in- 
stitution, costing something more than $200,000, is 
the training center for evangelists, preachers and 
teachers for our entire Congo work. The new 
Goldsby King Hospital at Mutoto. This is the largest 
and finest medical institution in our entire Congo 
field. IN BRAZIL: The handsome new auditorium 
of our Gammon Institute at Lavras. The new Ad- 
ministration Building for the Bible School at Patro- 
cinio. IN JAPAN: The Theological Seminary in 


Kobe, totally destroyed during the war, rebuilt . 


from the ground up, and now housed in a fine, 
modern plant. A large number of Japanese churches 
and manses, and missionary residences built anew 
from the ground up. IN KOREA: New and modern 
nursing school connected with our hospital at 
Chunju, virtually undamaged in spite of war con- 
ditions. IN MEXICO: Fourteen churches have been 
given help on their building programs; thirty-six 
portable organs made available to small congrega- 
tions; several jeeps and a truck purchased by the 


Mission; and a dormitory, work shop and missionary 
residence completed at the Christian demonstration 
farm in Teloloapan. 


These are just a few examples selected at ran- 
dom here and there. Scores of buildings have been 
erected, and missionaries are being provided with 
homes, schools, tools, utensils, and the whole range 
of physical accessories for their work. 


No words can describe the “lift’”’ already given to 
our missionary task. Apart from the direct money- 
help, there has come to our missionaries a sense of 
the Church’s awareness of their needs, of her com- 
mitment to the missionary cause, and of her reso- 
lute purpose to set the work of missions ahead in 
this day of opportunity. On the material side, the 
Program of Progress is making possible for 
first time the equipment of our missions with the 


_ buildings and tools that they need. In Japan alone 


no less than forty buildings have been repaired, re- 
built, renovated or reconstructed from the ground 
up. New Stations are being opened, a wider procla- 
mation of the Gospel is under way. 


Now The Big Question 


How much still needs to be raised in order to 
reach the $4,000,000 goal? By simple arithmetic, 
we see the remainder needed is $1,500,000. And 
what is this remaining amount needed for? To pro- 
vide necessary buildings and equipment for stations 
and centers of our work that are still awaiting their 
turn. For example: The development of the Chunju 
Medical Center in Korea, including a small medical 
school for the training of Korean doctors so ur- 
gently needed. The erection of the new Japan Mis- 
sion Hospital, the first medical work ever in- 
augurated by our group in Japan. A portable saw- 
mill for Bulape, Africa. Organs for use in evan- 
gelistic work in Kasha, Africa. The erection of a 
hospital at Moma, Africa. Completion of a radio 
broadcasting station in Recife, Brazil. Missionary 
residences in West Brazil. A new building for our 
Morelia Hospital, Mexico. 


Again, these are but examples of scores of press- 
ing needs for which our missionaries can look only 
to the Tithing Adventure or the World Mission 
Self-Denial Offering, or such other supplementary 
efforts as may be made by the Church to meet their 


necessities. 


We as a Church started a big job a few years 
back. Let’s finish that job now! 
—Advertisement. 
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